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undertaking them were supplied from his bounty. Watercourses were constructed, the rivulets made to overflow and fertilise the adjacent districts, and the paternal care of a popular chief was constantly exerted to afford protection to his subjects, to stimulate their exertions, to direct their labours to useful objects and to promote by every means the success of their undertaking.
"If the comparison for the same territory be made between the management of the Rohillas and that of our own government, it is painful to think that the balance of advantage is clearly in favour of the former. After seven years' possession of the country, it appears by the report that the revenue has increased only by two lacs of rupees, or 20,000 pounds. The papers laid before Parliament show that in the twenty years which have since elapsed, the collective revenues of Rohilcund and the districts forming the ceded
province of Oude, actually declined 200,000 pounds per annum !
#     #     #
"While the surrounding country seemed to have been visited by a desolating calamity, the lands of the Rajahs Diaram and Bug-waut Singh under every disadvantage of season were covered with crops produced by better husbandry or greater labour." These neighbouring lands consisted "of British territory, already five years in our occupation.'"6
Bishop Heber, in his Journal Vol. II, pages 77-79, bears testimony to the enlightenment and prosperity of Oude at this period under Saadat Ali, whom he rates as a man of talents and acquirements, fond of business., with a penchant for science. He is described by Lord Hastings as a sovereign admirable for uprightness, humanity and mild elevation. The prosperous condition of the state of Bhurtpore under native rulers is likewise testified to.3a
"This country ... is one of the best cultivated and watered tracts which I have seen in India. The crops of corn on the ground were really beautiful; that of cotton ... a very good one. What is a sure proof of wealth, I saw several sugar-mills, and large pieces of ground where the cane had just been cleared . . . The population did not seen> great, but the villages were in good condition and repair, and the whole afforded so pleasing a picture of industry, and was so much superior to anything I had been led to expect in Rajputana, -which I had seen in the Company's territories . . . that I was led to suppose that either the Rajah of Bhurtpore was an extreme exemplary and parental governor, or that the system of management adopted in the British provinces was less favourable to the improvement and happiness of the country than some of the native states/*
3eBishop Heber's Journal, Vol. n,  quoted by the Reform Pamphlet.